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FACT SHEET FOR PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND CARERS

The Na ona y Consistent Co ec on of Data on 
Schoo  Students with Disabi ity NCCD  takes p ace 
every year  

The NCCD is a co ec on that counts

• the number of schoo  students receiving an 
adjustment or he p  due to disabi ity

• the eve  of adjustment they are receiving to 
access educa on on the same basis as other 
students

Students are counted in the NCCD if they receive 
ongoing adjustments at schoo  due to disabi ity  This 
he p  a ows them to access educa on on the same 
basis as a chi d without disabi ity  The NCCD uses the 
deni on of disabi ity in the Disabi ity Discrimina on 
Act 1992

Schoo s provide this informa on to educa on 
authori es

Go to What is a reasonab e adjustment  be ow to earn 
about adjustments

WHY IS THIS DATA BEING 
COLLECTED?
A  schoo s in Austra ia must co ect informa on about 
students with disabi ity

The NCCD

• ensures that the informa on co ected is 
transparent  consistent and re iab e

• provides beer informa on that improves 
understanding of students with disabi ity

• a ows parents  guardians  carers  teachers  
principa s  educa on authori es and government 
to beer support students with disabi ity

Student with disability loading
Funding from the Austra ian Government for students 
with disabi ity is based on the NCCD through the 
student with disabi ity oading

Students with disabi ity who are counted in the top 
three eve s of the NCCD extensive  substan a  and 
supp ementary  aract the oading  Funding is based 
on a per student amount at each of the three eve s of 
addi ona  support  The amount of the oading reects 
the eve  of support students with disabi ity need to 
par cipate fu y in schoo  with higher funding for 
those who need higher eve s of support

Austra ian Government recurrent schoo  funding 
is provided as a ump sum to schoo  authori es 
inc uding state and territory governments  which can 
then distribute the funding to their member schoo s 
according to their own needs based arrangements  

The Government expects schoo s and schoo  systems 
to consider their funding from a  sources ie Austra ian 
Government  state and territory and private  and 
priori se their spending to meet the educa ona  
needs of a  of their students  inc uding students with 
disabi ity

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF 
THE NCCD FOR STUDENTS?
The informa on co ected by the NCCD he ps 
teachers  principa s  educa on authori es and 
governments to beer support students with disabi ity 
at schoo  

The NCCD encourages schoo s to review their earning 
and support systems and processes  This he ps schoo s 
to con nua y improve educa on outcomes for a  
students

WHAT IS THE NCCD?
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WHAT MUST SCHOOLS 
DO FOR STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITY?
A  students have the right to a qua ity earning 
experience at schoo

Students with disabi ity must be ab e to take part in 
educa on without discrimina on and on the same 
basis as other students  To ensure this  schoo s must 
make reasonab e adjustments if needed for students 
with disabi ity  Educators  students  parents  guardians  
carers and others eg hea th professiona s  must work 
together to ensure that students with disabi ity can 
take part in educa on

The Disabi ity Discrimina on Act  and the 
Disability Standards for Education 2005 describe 
schoo s  responsibi i es  

WHAT IS A REASONABLE 
ADJUSTMENT?
An adjustment is an ac on to he p a student with 
disabi ity take part in educa on on the same basis as 
other students  

Adjustments can be made across the who e schoo  
eg ramps into schoo  bui dings  They can be in the 
c assroom eg adap ng teaching methods  They can 
a so be for individua  student need eg providing 
persona  care support

The schoo  assesses the needs of each student 
with disabi ity  The schoo  provides adjustments in 
consu ta on with the student and or their parents  
guardians and carers

Schoo s must make reasonab e adjustments if needed  
The Disabi ity Standards for Educa on  dene 
reasonab e adjustment  as an adjustment that 
ba ances the interests of a  par es a�ected

WHO IS INCLUDED IN THE 
NCCD?
The deni on of disabi ity for the NCCD is based 
on the broad deni on under the Disability 
Discrimina on Act 

The fo owing students are examp es of those who may 
be inc uded in the NCCD if they need monitoring and 
adjustments

• students with earning dicu es such as dys exia

• students with chronic hea th condi ons such as 
epi epsy or diabetes  

WHO COLLECTS INFORMATION 
FOR THE NCCD?
Schoo s iden fy which students wi  be counted in the 
NCCD  They base their decisions on the fo owing

• adjustments provided for the student aer 
consu ta on with the student and or their parents  
guardians and carers   

• the schoo  team s observa ons and professiona  
judgements

• any medica  or other professiona  diagnoses 

• other re evant informa on

Schoo  principa s must ensure that informa on for the 
NCCD is accurate  

WHAT INFORMATION IS 
COLLECTED?
A student is counted in the NCCD if they receive 
reasonab e adjustments at schoo  due to disabi ity

Each year  schoo s co ect the fo owing informa on 
about the student  inc uding

• their year of schoo ing 

• the eve  of adjustment received 

• the broad type of disabi ity

For students who have more than one disabi ity  the 
schoo  uses professiona  judgement to choose one 
category of disabi ity  They choose the category that 
most a�ects the student s access to educa on and for 
which adjustments are being provided  

A high eve  summary of the NCCD data is avai ab e 
to a  Austra ian state and territory governments to 
improve po icies and programs for students with 
disabi ity

Supported by the Austra ian Government Department of Educa on and Training    Educa on Services Austra ia Ltd  un ess otherwise indicated   
Crea ve Commons BY  un ess otherwise indicated  

HOW IS STUDENTS’ PRIVACY 
PROTECTED? 
Protec ng the privacy and conden a ity of a  
students is an essen a  part of the NCCD

Data is co ected within each schoo  Persona  detai s  
such as student names or student iden ers  are not 
provided to federa  educa on authori es  Learn more 
about privacy in the Public information notice

FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact your schoo  if you have ques ons about 
the NCCD  You can a so visit the NCCD Portal. 

There is a so a free e-learning resource about 
the Disabi ity Discrimina on Act  and 
Disabi ity Standards for Educa on  

HOW IS THIS DATA USED?
The NCCD data informs funding and work by schoo s 
and sectors  It ensures that support for students with 
disabi ity becomes rou ne in the day to day prac ce 
of schoo s  The NCCD a so supports students in the 
fo owing ways  

• The NCCD he ps schoo s beer understand their 
egis a ve ob iga ons and the Disabi ity Standards 
for Educa on 

• Schoo s focus on the individua  adjustments that 
support students with disabi ity  This encourages 
them to reect on students  needs and to beer 
support students

• The NCCD faci itates a co abora ve and 
coordinated approach to suppor ng students with 
disabi ity  It a so encourages improvements in 
schoo  documenta on  

• The NCCD improves communica on about 
students  needs between schoo s  parents  
guardians  carers and the community

The Austra ian Curricu um  Assessment and Repor ng 
Authority ACARA  annua y pub ishes high eve  non
iden fying NCCD data

WHEN DOES THE NCCD TAKE 
PLACE? 
The NCCD takes p ace in August each year

IS THE NCCD COMPULSORY? 
Yes  A  schoo s must co ect and submit informa on 
each year for the NCCD  This is detai ed in the 
Austra ian Educa on Regu a on  For more 
informa on  ask your schoo  principa  or the re evant 
educa on authority

This document must be aributed as Fact sheet for parents  guardians and 
carers.




